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Contributor Biographies
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Chief Faculty Editors
Tara Roth, MA, is a Senior Instructor in English. Her background is in rhetoric and 
composition, and she has taught a number of academic writing and creative writing courses in 
the Core. Outside of academia, she has written and published a variety of musical projects and 
is a former Jack Straw writer. She served as a faculty content editor for SUURJ Volume 3 and is 
excited to co-edit Volume 4 with this amazing team.
Hannah Tracy, PhD, is a Senior Instructor in English and served as Co-Chief Faculty Editor 
for SUURJ this year. She teaches literature and composition courses, specializing in nineteenth 
and twentieth century British and American literatures, as well as political rhetoric and news 
media analysis. She feels grateful for the opportunity to work this year with her friend and co-
editor Tara Roth, outstanding faculty colleagues from across the university, and a brilliant and 
hardworking team of student editors to produce an exciting new volume of SUURJ.  
Molly Clark Hillard, PhD (Founding Chief Faculty Editor), is an Associate Professor in the 
English department, where she specializes in Victorian literature. She is the founding Chief 
Faculty Editor for SUURJ, and she is very grateful for the excellent work that the Volume 4 
team has accomplished during her sabbatical. She is the author of Spellbound: The Fairy Tale 
and the Victorians (Ohio State University Press, 2014), and has contributed essays to journals 
and volumes such as Victorian Literature and Culture, Studies in English Literature, Narrative, 
b2O, Journal of Narrative Theory, and the Oxford Handbook on Dickens. She is currently at work 
on a book-length project titled Literary Subjects: Victorian and Contemporary Readers on readerly 
bodies and the persistence of Victorian narratives in contemporary novels. When she is not 
busy with her life at Seattle U, she can be found on long-distance runs, decorating cakes, and 
raising two small kids and two large cats.
Journal Design
Caleb Hou graduated from Seattle University’s Digital Design program in 2014. He designed 
the logo, brand, and visual aesthetics of SUURJ after joining the team in Fall Quarter of 2017. 
He currently works as a Senior Product Designer at Disney Parks, Experiences and Products 
and enjoys socializing and bringing his dog, Audrey, to the park in his free time. He is 
passionate about design and hopes to continue to find more opportunities to exercise his visual 
and creative skills in projects such as SUURJ in the future.
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Student Editors
Ella Campbell is a second-year student at Seattle University double majoring in English 
Creative Writing and Spanish with a Writing Studies minor. She had the privilege of editing 
Isabeau J. Belisle Dempsey’s paper “Framing the Center: Belize and Panamá within the Central 
American Imagined Community.” In addition to doing copyediting and design with SUURJ, 
Ella has also had her paper “Moor Than You Think; An Analysis of Othello’s Contribution 
to the Negative Conception of Muslims in Modern-day,” accepted to the 2020 Northwest 
Undergraduate Conference of Literature. Ella’s painting “Midnight” will also be published 
in the 2020 issue of Seattle University’s Literary Magazine, Fragments. Ella plans on studying 
Spanish in 2021 at Comillas Pontifical University in Madrid, Spain. She anticipates graduating 
in 2022 to travel and teach abroad.
Hatcher Chapman is graduating in June with a major in sociology and a minor in LGBT 
studies. He hopes to continue working with research journals after graduation and thoroughly 
enjoyed his time with SUURJ. Apart from researching, Hatcher spent his time at SU on the 
debate team and playing Brad in Rocky Horror Picture Show. In his free time he enjoys playing 
music and reading books about sociology. 
Helen Hills is a second-year marketing student and plans to acquire a Writing Studies minor. 
She served as a student editor for Erin Alberts’ and Natasha Rohrsetzer’s paper “Identity 
and Social Support: LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Help Seeking Behaviors” during the winter 
quarter.
Erin Kiuttu is a second-year Psychology major with a minor in Writing Studies. This year, 
she served as the copy editor for Leticia Santillana-Fernandez’s piece, “The Threat of Climate 
Change on Alpine Birds and Their Habitats.” She is very thankful for the friendships, 
skills, and professional experience gained while working with the SUURJ Vol. 4 team. Erin 
anticipates graduating in 2022 and continuing her studies in a graduate program specializing 
in cognitive neuroscience.
Annika Le is a third-year student at Seattle University, majoring in Creative Writing and 
minoring in Writing Studies. During the Winter of 2020, Annika worked with Helen Hills to 
edit “Identity and Social Support: LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Help Seeking Behaviors,” a 
psychology paper written by Erin Alberts and Natasha Rohrsetzer. Annika has served as a staff 
member on Seattle University’s Fragments Literary and Arts Magazine for three years, and her 
own work has been published in the magazine as well. Annika is grateful for the new skills 
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that she has gained through SUURJ and is excited to apply them to her personal endeavors in 
writing. 
Ciara Murphy is a senior at Seattle University, graduating in 2020 with a BA in English 
for Creative Writing. Ciara has edited Diana DiMarco and Koryna Boudinot’s short 
communication, “Anthropogenic Debris in the Puget Sound: Review, Methods, and Analysis.” 
Ciara has found that her experience at SUURJ has provided her with invaluable lessons and 
a supportive community of writers and editors that have improved her personal writing 
development. Ciara is currently interning at the literary magazine Big Fiction, and hopes to 
utilize what she’s learned at both SUURJ and Big Fiction and apply it to her career as a writer.
Michael Pazen is a third-year student majoring in English Literature and minoring in Writing 
Studies. He had the absolute pleasure of working alongside Mariah Ribeiro to edit her essay, 
“Interrogating Colonial Legacies:  Jeffrey Gibson’s Indigenous Futurism” which was a process 
he found as delightful as it was fulfilling. Michael’s experience with the SUURJ team has been 
invaluable, and he is immensely grateful to his fellow peers and faculty editors for all of their 
guidance and support. It is his hope that this year’s readers are as blown away by the journal 
as he was, and that they enjoy the diverse collection of writing we’ve worked hard to bring 
together! 
Delaney Ryburn is graduating in June of 2020 with a BS in Sport and Exercise Science. She 
completed an internship in the Human Performance Lab, where she participated in research 
on strength training for soccer players. Delaney studied abroad in Melbourne, Australia during 
her third year at SU. She enjoys being in nature and playing Water Polo. Delaney was on the 
editorial team for SUURJ, working on Elizabeth Ayers’ essay “Do You Feel Better Now?”. 
Allie Schiele is a fourth-year Political Science and Criminal Justice major graduating in 
Spring 2020. She was inspired to become an editor after publishing her work in SUURJ Vol. 2 
in 2018. This year, Allie had the privilege of editing Austin Nelson’s essay titled “The Rise of 
Neo-Nationalism and the Front National in France.” After graduation, she will be attending 
law school at The George Washington University in Washington, D.C. Although Allie is sad 
to leave her life on the West Coast, she is excited to take the next steps to pursue a career in 
government or public interest law. 
Elena Selthun is a junior at Seattle University double majoring in English Literature and 
Humanities. Elena edited Tracy Spencer’s paper “Diversity and Disability: Why Disability 
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Services Syllabi Statements Hurt Inclusivity.”  In addition to doing copyediting and recruiting 
with SUURJ, Elena has also been involved with marketing for the Student Research Program, 
event planning for the Northwest Undergraduate Conference on Literature, and works for 
Seattle University’s Writing Center as a writing consultant. Elena authored “Learning from 
the Failures and Institutionalized Ideology of Colonial Feminist Education Programs in 
Afghanistan.” Elena plans on graduating in 2021 to pursue freelance writing adventures, travel 
and teach abroad, and eventually earn an MA in Library and Information Science.
Ryan Thelin is a fourth-year student graduating in 2020 with a bachelor’s degree in Creative 
Writing with Departmental Honors and a minor in Business Administration. He edited 
Elena Selthun’s article, titled “Learning from the Failures and Institutionalized Ideology of 
Colonial Feminist Education Programs in Afghanistan.” Ryan thoroughly enjoyed the process 
of working on the SUURJ editor team, both forming a community with fellow editors and 
applying professional skills gathered throughout his journey at Seattle U.
Student Authors
Erin Alberts graduated in the Spring of 2019 with a BA in Psychology and a Minor in 
Theology and Religious Studies. While attaining their BA in psychology Erin realized their 
passion for working with LGBTQIA+ population and youth in regards to mental health. 
Their research for “Identity and Social Support: LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Help-Seeking 
Behaviors” was conducted in The Statistics and Research Methods course at Seattle University 
and investigated the relationship between help-seeking behaviors and the LGBTQIA+ 
population. Erin is very interested in continuing to research the needs of LGBTQIA+ people 
and more specifically LGBTQIA+ youth. Erin currently works as a care coordinator and 
counselor for youth with mental health needs. 
Elizabeth Ayers, originally from Boise, Idaho, is a recent graduate of Seattle University where 
she studied English, writing studies, and briefly, biology. She currently lives and works in 
Seattle, Washington, and enjoys visits to bodies of water, investigating Pacific Northwest 
folklore, and taking her poodle, Susan, on new adventures. Her own conversion to Judaism 
and memories of her early Holocaust education influenced how she read MAUS and the 
conclusions she came to in “Do You Feel Better Now?”.
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Isabeau J. Belisle Dempsey graduated from Seattle University in 2019 with a degree in 
International Studies and Spanish and a minor in Latin American Studies. During both 
their undergraduate and postgraduate tenure, Isabeau has worked closely with Dr. Serena 
Cosgrove. Together, they co-authored “Imagining Central America: A Short History” and 
Isabeau is currently acting as a research assistant and editor for Dr. Cosgrove’s new book, 
“Surviving the Americas: Garifuna Persistence from Nicaragua to New York City.” Isabeau 
authored the essay, “Framing the Center: Belize and Panamá within the Central American 
Imagined Community.” Being half-Belizean themself, Isabeau’s regional focus was Central 
America and how Central America fits within a global context. Their research was inspired 
by a desire to understand the intra-regional relationships between Central America’s seven 
countries, unraveling internal issues as well as identifying what external forces help shape a 
region’s identity. Isabeau hopes to continue working toward broadening the current academia 
surrounding the topic of Central America, as well as eventually going into youth-focused non-
profit work.
Koryna Boudinot recently graduated from Seattle University with a degree in Biology. She 
became involved with the microplastic research project in April 2017 which eventually led to 
writing “Anthropogenic Debris in the Puget Sound: Review, Methods, and Analysis.” During 
this time Koryna spent many hours collecting water samples and analyzing them in the lab 
through a process of trial and error. In addition to this work, Koryna is also passionate about 
avian conservation and studied abroad in New Zealand where she conducted fieldwork and 
contributed to a variety of conservation projects. When returning to Seattle, she collected data 
as part of a long-term bird monitoring project on campus from 2019-2020. She was involved 
with several community science projects for Seattle Audubon, including the Puget Sound 
Seabird Survey, Neighborhood Bird Project, and Habitat Corridor Project. After earning her 
degree, she was hired as an intern for the National Parks Service at Alcatraz; however, this was 
postponed due to COVID-19. Despite these unforeseen circumstances, Koryna is committed to 
contributing to science in the field of environmental and wildlife conservation. 
Diana DiMarco is a fourth-year student graduating in 2020 with a BS in Marine and 
Conservation Biology. At Seattle University, she participated in several research opportunities. 
This includes a study abroad program with the University of San Francisco that began in Quito 
and ended on the Galapagos Islands, a marine ecology field course on Blakely Island, WA, 
and three different ecology research projects with Seattle University and The University of San 
Francisco advisors. A Seattle University research project on microplastics in Puget Sound, WA, 
culminating in “Anthropogenic Debris in the Puget Sound: Review, Methods, and Analysis,” 
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shows Diana’s passion for understanding and mitigating the potentially detrimental human 
impacts on our ecosystems. She hopes to continue contributing to the understanding and 
conservation of the changing ecosystems the world contains through future collaboration, 
education, and research positions.
Austin Nelson recently earned her degree in French and Honors International Studies from 
Seattle University in 2019, focusing on the global uprising of neo-nationalism in the 21st 
century and inspiring her paper, “The Rise of Neo-Nationalism and the Front National in 
France.” She is currently a research assistant at Ladysmith and over the past year she has 
been in France perfecting her French language skills while teaching English to high school 
and middle school students. She is a passionate intersectional feminist interested in women’s 
empowerment, human rights and development work.
Cara Nguyen is a fourth-year student pursuing a BA in Economics, and minors in Sociology 
and Philosophy. Their research paper pulls together elements of economic history, political 
theory, and critical race philosophy to understand white supremacist social relations 
and market processes. “The Relationship Between White Supremacy and Capitalism: A 
Socioeconomic Study on Embeddedness in the Market and Society” is a part of their ongoing 
project of understanding how nonwhite, marginalized, and disenfranchised communities 
are exploited, with their long-term goal being the movement towards a liberated new world. 
In this new world, they see no prisons, no capitalism, and an abundance of joy. Beyond 
academia, they work towards a new world by building community with their favorite artists 
and restaurants in the Chinatown-International District, taking photos and recording stories of 
their elders as to not forget their ancestral histories, and weaving Vietnamese into their poems 
to make sure their language lives on. After graduation, they hope to continue on this project of 
liberation as an artist, educator, student, and friend.
Mariah Ribeiro graduated from Seattle University in June of 2019 with her B.A. in Art History. 
Her essay, “Interrogating Colonial Legacies:  Jeffrey Gibson’s Indigenous Futurism,” is a 
section of her departmental honors thesis, which explored the ways contemporary Native 
American art can unsettle the colonial space of the museum, while simultaneously (re)
presenting indigeneity to settlers’ viewing their art. This project was born out of an interest 
in social art history and art as a site of social change and movement. Since graduating from 
SU, Mariah has interned in the education department at the National Museum of Women 
and the Arts. Mariah will be pursuing her Master’s in art history at Syracuse University in 
the fall of 2020 and wants her graduate research to continue engaging with the topics of post-
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colonial and feminist art as well as cross-cultural exchanges and globalization in modern and 
contemporary art production. 
Natasha Rohrsetzer graduated with a BA in Psychology in June of 2019. She had maintained 
an interest in psychology since her sophomore year of high school, and this was further 
explored through her studies at Seattle University and her research assistant position at the 
University of Washington. In the latter position, Natasha studied cognitive development 
within infants and low-income women in Seattle, and she intends on pursuing that further in 
the future. This experience working with at-risk groups had made a positive impact on her 
decision to further explore LGBTQIA+ youth in regards to mental health and help-seeking 
behaviors in her paper, “Identity and Social Support: LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Help-
Seeking Behaviors.”
Leticia Santillana Fernandez graduated in May 2019 from Seattle University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Marine and Conservation Biology. After being accepted to be a part of the UCSC 
Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program, Leticia became interested in wildlife conservation 
and research. As a part of this fellowship, under the UCSC Zavaleta Laboratory, she conducted 
exploratory research on the effect of climate change on the alpine gray-crowned rosy finch. 
This inspired “The Threat of Climate Change on Alpine Birds and Their Habitats,” her review 
of research literature from all over the world on the possible threats alpine birds and their 
habitats face due to the changing climate. Currently, Leticia is finishing up her AmeriCorps 
term with the California Condor Recovery Program where she aids in the monitoring of this 
endangered species. She hopes to follow her passion of working in wildlife research and plans 
to pursue a Master’s in conservation medicine within the next few years.
Elena Selthun: Bio included above.
Tracy Spencer is a graduate student at Seattle University in the Master’s in Teaching program, 
graduating in 2020 with a MA in teaching with a specialization in Elementary Education. 
Tracy is a Seattle University alum as well, graduating in 2019 with a BA in Communications 
and Media with a specialization in Journalism, along with an additional major in French. Her 
research project investigates the language choices in disability services syllabi statements of 
both Jesuit and public universities on the west coast.
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Faculty Content Editors
Ken Allan, PhD, is Associate Professor of Art History at Seattle University. He teaches 
Western art from the Renaissance to the present in his courses for the Core, Art History, Art 
and related majors, as well as for the University Honors program. His research focus is post-
WWII American art and questions of urbanism and spectatorship in Los Angeles during the 
1960s. His work has been published in journals such as The Art Bulletin, Art Journal, X-Tra 
Contemporary Art Quarterly and the book Pacific Standard Time: Los Angeles Art, 1945-1980 (Getty 
Publications, 2011). Dr. Allan has also written essays for exhibition catalogs such as Jonas Wood 
(Dallas Museum of Art/Yale, 2019), American Aleph: Wallace Berman (Kohn Gallery/D.A.P., 
2016), Pop Departures (Yale, 2014) and The City Lost and Found: Capturing New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles, 1960-1980 (Yale, 2014). He served as the faculty content editor for Mariah Ribeiro’s 
paper “Interrogating Colonial Legacies:  Jeffrey Gibson’s Indigenous Futurism.”
Onur Bakiner, PhD, is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Seattle University. His 
research and teaching interests include transitional justice, human rights and judicial politics, 
particularly in Latin America and the Middle East. His book Truth Commissions: Memory, 
Power, and Legitimacy (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015) has been awarded the Best Book 
Award by the Human Rights Section of the American Political Science Association. Currently 
he has been working on a research project examining judicial actors during prolonged internal 
conflict in Colombia and Turkey. His past research investigates the role truth commissions 
play in contemporary societies. For this research he conducted interviews with political 
decision-makers, NGO activists, intellectuals, victims of political violence and their relatives 
in Chile and Peru. His articles have been published in Comparative Politics, Negotiation Journal, 
Civil Wars, the Journal of Law and Courts, the International Journal of Transitional Justice, Memory 
Studies, Turkish Studies, and Nationalities Papers. He served as faculty content editor for Elena 
Selthun’s paper, “Learning from the Failures and Institutionalized Ideology of Colonial 
Feminist Education Programs in Afghanistan.”
Serena Cosgrove, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in International Studies. She is an 
anthropologist and sociologist. Her current research interests focus on women’s leadership 
in post-conflict settings in Central America and the Democratic Republic of Congo as well 
as indigenous rights and constructions of indigeneity in Nicaragua. Dr. Cosgrove is the co-
author of the book Understanding Global Poverty: Causes, Capabilities, and Human Development 
(Routledge 2017) and co-author of the forthcoming book Surviving the Americas: Garifuna 
Persistence from Nicaragua to New York City (University of Cincinnati Press 2021). Dr. Cosgrove 
serves on the SUURJ faculty advisory board and was the content editor for Isabeau J. Belisle 
186
Dempsey’s essay, “Framing the Center: Belize and Panamá within the Central American 
Imagined Community.”
Kristin Hultgren, PhD, is Assistant Professor of Biology. She graduated with a B.A. in 
biology from Brown University, and received her PhD from University of California-Davis. 
She completed a postdoctoral fellowship with the Smithsonian Institution in Panama and 
Washington DC, and taught at Vassar College and Bard College in New York, before starting 
at Seattle University in 2012. Her research interests include evolutionary biology and diversity 
of marine crustaceans. She served as faculty content editor for Leticia Santillana Fernandez’s 
paper, “The Threat of Climate Change on Alpine Birds and Their Habitats.”
June Johnson Bube, PhD, is an Associate Professor in the English Department and Director 
of Writing Studies. She holds a B.A. in English and an M.A. in education from Stanford 
University and an M.A. in English from Mills College, and a PhD in mid-nineteenth century 
American women’s writing from the University of Washington. In her Americanist field, she 
has published articles on women’s alternative fictions about the West. In Writing Studies, 
she has authored Global Issues, Local Arguments, an argument reader and rhetoric focused on 
civic literacy and a cross-curricular introduction to global problems. She has co-authored two 
other writing textbooks: The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing, a writing-across-the-curriculum 
rhetoric, and Writing Arguments, a leading argument text. Her recent scholarship published 
in College English and the Journal of Teaching Writing, focuses on her current interest in global 
studies, argumentation, collaborative rhetoric, and civic engagement. She serves on the SUURJ 
Faculty Advisory Board and was also a faculty content editor for Elizabeth Ayers’ essay, “‘Do 
You Feel Better Now?’ Reclaiming Holocaust Narratives and Delegating Responsibility in 
Spiegelman’s Maus.”
Mark Jordan, PhD, is an Associate Professor of Biology with specializations in wildlife 
conservation and urban ecology. His research focuses on carnivores, using camera trapping 
and genetic methods to describe animal populations and movement patterns. He served as 
faculty editor for Koryna Boudinot and Diana DiMarco’s paper, “Anthropogenic Debris in the 
Puget Sound: Review, Methods, and Analysis.”
Erik Olsen, PhD, is an Associate Professor of Political Science. He mainly teaches classes on 
political theory and constitutional law. Dr. Olsen is the co-author of Sentencing Reform in the 
United States: History, Content, and Effect (National Institute of Justice, 1985) and the author of 
Civic Republicanism and the Properties of Democracy: A Case Study of Post-Socialist Political Theory 
(Lexington Books, 2006). Most recently, Dr. Olsen published “The Early Modern ‘Creation’ of 
Property and its Enduring Influence” in the European Journal of Political Theory (OnLine First: 
November 10, 2019). Dr. Olsen is also a composer with special interests in jazz and musical 
theatre. He composed the music for three musicals that were produced by the Underscore 
Theatre Company in Chicago (2014, 2015, and 2020). He served as the faculty content editor 
for Cara Nguyen’s paper “The Relationship Between White Supremacy and Capitalism: A 
Socioeconomic Study on Embeddedness in the Market and Society.”
Christopher A. Paul, PhD, is a Professor of Communication and Media at Seattle University. 
His research applies tools of rhetorical analysis to video games. His fourth book, Free-to-Play: 
Mobile Video Games, Bias, and Norms, is forthcoming from MIT Press in Spring 2021. He served 
as faculty content editor for Tracy Spencer’s work on disability service syllabi, “Diversity and 
Disability: Why Disability Services Syllabi Statements Hurt Inclusivity.”
Nova Robinson, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the History and International Studies 
departments. She is a historian whose work bridges the fields of Middle Eastern history, 
women’s history, and the history of international governance. She just finished her book 
manuscript, Truly Sisters: Syrian and Lebanese Women’s Activism, which she expects to come out 
in 2021. She served as faculty content editor for Austin Nelson’s work in SUURJ, “The Rise of 
Neo-Nationalism and the Front National in France.” 
Michael J. Spinetta, PhD, is an Associate Professor of Psychology. He served as the faculty 
content editor for Erin Alberts and Natasha Rohrsetzer’s essay “Identity and Social Support: 
LGBTQIA+ Individuals and Help Seeking Behaviors.” Dr. Spinetta has a PhD in Behavioral 
Neuroscience. He is particularly interested in learning and memory and psychopharmacology, 
with an emphasis on the consolidation and reconsolidation of emotionally salient events and 
the effects that drugs of abuse and therapeutic drugs have on the learning process, including 
the formation, storage and retrieval of memories.
Faculty Advisory Board
Marc A. Cohen, PhD, is an Associate Professor with a shared appointment in the Department 
of Management and the Department of Philosophy. He earned a doctorate in philosophy from 
the University of Pennsylvania and, prior to joining Seattle University, worked in the banking 
and management consulting industries. His research concerns trust, moral psychology, 
management theory, and questions in social/political philosophy about what makes society 
more than an accidental crowd.
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Serena Cosgrove, PhD: Bio included above.
June Johnson Bube, PhD: Bio included above. 
Steven Klee, PhD, is an Associate Professor in the Mathematics Department. He earned a BS 
in Mathematics from Valparaiso University and a PhD in Mathematics from the University 
of Washington. Before coming to Seattle U, he spent two years as a visiting postdoc at the 
University of California, Davis. He is passionate about the value of undergraduate research, 
working with over 40 students on a range of research projects in discrete mathematics and 
sports analytics during his time at SU.
Rochelle Lundy, JD, MLIS, is the Scholarly Communication Officer at Seattle University’s 
Lemieux Library and McGoldrick Learning Commons. As a member of the library faculty, 
she provides guidance on copyright, publishing, and digital scholarship in addition to 
managing ScholarWorks, the university’s institutional repository. She holds a Juris Doctor 
degree from Columbia University and a Master of Library and Information Science degree 
from the University of Washington. Prior to her career in libraries, she worked as an attorney 
specializing in copyright and media litigation.

